
 

 

April 9, 2013 MEETING MINUTES – OPEN SPACE & RECREATION PLAN 
COMMITTEE 
 
Time:  6:47 pm – 8:15 pm 
Location: Swampscott Town Hall, Second Floor Conference Room 
Members Present:  Toni Bandrowicz, Angela Ippolito, Jim Olivetti, Sarah Pruett, Mary 
Webster, Richard Smith, and Marc Barden, 
Others:  Peter Kane (Town Planner) 
 
 
The meeting of the Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee was called to order at 6:47 
pm.   
 
1. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

 
Motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting (March) was made by Mary, 
seconded by Marc, and unanimously approved by the Committee.  A second motion to 
approve the minutes of the April 2, 2013 CPA meeting was made by Jim, seconded by 
Mary, and unanimously approved by the Committee.  
 
There was a short recap by Angela and others of the April 2nd Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) presentation given by Kathy Roth of the Community Preservation Alliance.  
The handout that had been available at the meeting (attached) was provided to those 
members of the Open Space & Rec Plan Committee who did not attend the meeting.  It 
was noted that the turnout at the meeting had been low and that not all the town boards / 
committees had been present at the meeting.  No immediate next steps planned but when 
it is time to go to Town Meeting with the CPA proposal, Mary said that it should be 
stressed how, unlike with general taxes, residents can actually see what the money will be 
used for in town.  Mary also observed that a high percent of residents had said they 
supported the CPA on the initial survey the Committee had conducted in the fall.  Noted 
also that several of the recommendations in the draft Open Space Plan refer to potential 
CPA monies.  Pete said he obtained a copy of the slides Ms. Roth had presented which 
could be used for a presentation at Town Meeting.  
 
2. Review of Current Draft 
 
Pete handed out the current draft of the Open Space & Recreation Plan, explained that the 
Committee needed to make further necessary revisions / additions by next Tuesday as he 
plans to email it at that time to the town boards / committees prior to the informational 
meetings which will be held on April 29th and 30th.   Pete explained how he had broken 
out the inventory list into public and private lands.  Marc questioned if perhaps there 
should have third category:  private lands with future benefits.  Decided not to, but also 
observed that there will be explanation of how private properties are divided up in more 
detail in the Introduction to the Inventory Section (as of yet unwritten).  Toni and Pete 
had a short exchange on how to develop the Flood Hazard portion of the report based on 
the Flood Zone map. 



 

 

 
The committee then reviewed those sections of the draft that still needed more work (and 
which are red-lined) and who would be addressing which sections:   
 

 Plan summary, p. 7 (Skip for now) 
 Road Repair, p. 22 (Mary will get information from Gino) 
 Long Term Development, p. 25 (Pete) 
 Water Resources in general, flood control in particular, p. 41 (Toni) 
 Removed red-line comments on p. 45 as they were taken care in other sections 
 Dredging question will stay in for Harbor Advisory Committee to review 
 Scenic Resources & Unique Environments, p. 48 (Jim and Richard will draft then 

pass to Angela) 
 Footnote 53, p. 48 (Toni) 
 Introduction to Inventory (Angela) 
 Howland Park (Angela) 
 Filling in length of beaches or acreage of lands (Pete) 
 Description of Process (to date), p. 65 (Mary) 
 Summary Resource Protection Needs, p. 67 (Pete) 
 Community Needs Summary, p. 67 (Mary) 
 Management Needs, p. 67 (Marc) 
 Goals, p. 69 (Pete) 
 Five Year Plan (Skip for now) 
 Local Review, p. 73 (On hold until after draft plan issued) 
 References, p. 75 (Pete) 

 
Pete explained that he had met with Mary and Jim and they had grouped the compiled 
Objectives the Committee members had come up with into six primary Goals. 
 
 
3. Presentations on April 29 & 30 

 
In response to a question about the recent briefing with the Selectmen, Pete and Angela 
noted that it was short, that they had only provided a status report of the Committee’s 
work, and that they informed them of the upcoming meetings with the town boards / 
committees on April 29 and 30th.   
 
Regarding the briefings on April 29 and 30th, Pete plans to email the draft plans next 
Tuesday.  Sarah will make phone calls next week to the board / committee chairs.  Pete 
will make calls to the last six town departments listed on p. 11 of the draft Open Space 
Plan.  Noted that there is no need to call the Historical Commission, Planning Board, Rail 
Trail Implementation Committee, or Recreation Commission as representatives are also 
on the Open Space & Rec Plan Committee.  Phone calls will remind the chair of each 
group of  the invitation they had previously received by letter in mid-March to attend one 
of the two presentations on April 29 and 30th, that they will be receiving the draft plan by 
Tuesday, that they should pass it to the other members of the group, stressing the need for 



 

 

the group to review the draft plan both because of the important role the group plays, as 
well as the fact that the group will be responsible for some of the recommended actions in 
the Plan.  Angela provided Sarah with a copy of the mid-March letter for her reference.  
 
Plan is to use the same briefing material as was used for the recent Selectman’s meeting 
(omitting the need to brief town boards), but expanded with some additional 
slides/information.  Discussed that, while focus is on the draft plan’s recommendations, 
especially those pertinent to each group, it must also be emphasized to each group that 
they read and comment on the underlying text in the plan as well.  For the meeting, Pete 
will have a few copies of the draft plan (though each group will have already received it 
by email).  He will also have copies of the recommendation section of the plan to pass 
out.    
 
For these informational meetings, Marc suggested running through the presentation slides 
quickly, then focusing on the recommendations and what each group’s responsibilities 
will be, noting that we need input on the  recommendations proposed as well as any 
additional items to add to the recommendations.  Jim noted that we should also stress the 
importance of the plan for town funding opportunities.  
 
4.  Other Upcoming Events/Meetings 
 
After the meetings on April 29th and 30th, the town boards / committees will be given two 
weeks in which to provide comments.  The next step will then be the public forum. After 
discussion, it was decided that the date for the public forum will be June 6th at 6:30 at the 
High School.  Pete will make the arrangements.  There will be another two week period 
for comment after the public forum, and then the goal will be to get the draft plan to the 
state in June.  
 
April 21st will be the Committee’s “field trip” to view certain open spaces in town and 
their access points.  Marc is coordinating and will provide more information by email.  
Pete will make sure the notice of the trip posted for the public.   
 
May 6th is the Town Meeting.  Angela will provide a short status report at the Town 
Meeting.  Mary will draft a short handout for Angela to provide at the meeting regarding 
date for public forum.  Need to work out further methods of notice for the public meeting 
(The Reporter, Patch, TV, email, etc.).  
 
Toni moved to adjourn at 8:15p.  Mary seconded, unanimously approved.  






